
Facts on organ donation  
and transplantation 

Did you know?
•  There are currently around 7,000 people in the UK on the 

active waiting list for an organ transplant – including around 
200 children

•  People from Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities 
will wait on average a year longer for a kidney transplant 
than a white patient

•  On average three people die each day in need of a 
transplant because there are not enough organs available

•  Each year less than 7,500 people die in circumstances 
where they can donate their organs, so we need to make 
sure that everyone who does want to become an organ 
donor tells their family about their decision

• One donor can save or transform up to nine lives

•  Anyone of any age can join the NHS Organ Donor Register 
as long as they are legally capable of making the decision 
and live in the UK.
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