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Paediatric patients 

(aged 15 years or under)

2016/17



Unit where patient died, April 2016 – March 2017
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died in a paediatric ICU
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Paediatric patients who died in a PICU
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National: 82 deaths where neurological 

death was suspected
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Neurological death tests performed, by hospital, 

April 2016 – March 2017

National: 56 deaths where neurological 

tests were performed



Reason why neurological death tests were not 

performed for patients where neurological death 

was suspected, April 2016 – March 2017

2, 7%

3, 11%

8, 31%
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1, 4%

Family declined donation

Family pressure not to test

Patient haemodynamically unstable

Continuing effects of sedatives

Biochemical/endocrine abnormality

Inability to test all reflexes

Clinical reason/Clinicians decision

SN-OD advised that donor not suitable

National: 26 deaths where neurological death 

was suspected but neurological tests were not 

performed
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National: 205 eligible donors 

(55 eligible DBD and 150 eligible DCD)
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National: Families of 101 (49%) eligible 

donors were approached for organ donation 
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20, 19%

28, 27%
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31, 30%

7, 7%

Family stated that they would not support
donation before they were formally approached

Family considered too upset to approach

Coroner / Procurator Fiscal refused permission
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Not identified as a potential donor / organ
donation not considered

Reason families of eligible donors were not 

approached, April 2016 – March 2017

National: Families of 104 eligible donors were 

not approached for organ donation
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Family did not consent/authorise organ donationFamily consented/authorised organ donation
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by hospital and whether the family consented/ 

authorised organ donation, April 2016 – March 2017

National: Families of 40 (40%) eligible donors 

were approached and consented/authorised 

organ donation (23 eligible DBD and 17 eligible 

DCD)



Reason families of eligible donors did not 

consent/ authorise organ donation, 

April 2016 – March 2017 National: Families of 61 eligible donors  

approached did not consent to                    

organ donation
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Family were not sure whether the patient would
have agreed to donation

Family did not believe in donation

Family felt it was against their religious/cultural
beliefs

Family were divided over the decision

Family felt the patient had suffered enough

Family did not want surgery to the body

Family wanted to stay with the patient after death

Family felt the length of time for donation process
was too long

Family felt the body needs to be buried whole
(unrelated to religious or cultural reasons)

Family concerned that organs may not be
transplanted

Strong refusal - probing not appropriate
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National: 32 eligible donors whose families 
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proceeded to organ donation

(20 eligible DBD and 12 eligible DCD)
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Reason eligible donors whose families 

consented/authorised organ donation did not 

proceed to organ donation, April 2016 – March 2017

National: 8 eligible donors whose families 

consented/authorised organ 

donation did not proceed to 

organ donation
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Transplants from eligible proceeding donors, 

by hospital, April 2016 – March 2017

National: 93 solid organ transplants were 

performed (70 from eligible DBD and 23 from 

eligible DCD)



Deceased paediatric donors

(aged 15 years or under)

2005/06 - 2016/17



Deceased paediatric donors (<16 yrs), 

by donor type, 1 April 2005 to 31 March 2017
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Deceased paediatric donors (2 years old and under), 

by donor type, 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2017
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Paediatric patients 

(<18 years) 

2016/17
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Neurological
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(DBD only)

Neurological
death

confirmed
(DBD only)

Contraindications Family
approach

Consent/
authorisation

Donation

1 Potential DCD donor - A patient who had treatment withdrawn and death was anticipated within four hours

1 brain stem reflexes returned, and neonates less than 2 months post term

1 Potential DBD donor - A patient who meets all four criteria for neurological death testing excluding those for which cardiac arrest occurred despite resuscitation, 

1

DBD, 37 donated (33% of potential donors)
DCD, 12 donated (6% of potential donors, 7% of those not contraindicated)

28% 1%

20%

35%
10%

10%

61%

72%
37%

Stages at which potential paediatric (<18 years) 

organ donors lost the opportunity to become 

actual donors , 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017


