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Hep B total Core Antibody Positive 

And
HBsAg Negative

Is there a sexual partner or close 
household contact?

End

*Follow script below to 
communicate with donor 

family* or if required expert 
advice is available from 
local testing laboratory 

and / or NHSBT 
Transfusion Microbiology 

Office.

  In order to action,  the SN-OD must use the final microbiology 
laboratory report with the laboratory interpretation included and act 
accordingly. The report should clearly state that there is evidence of 

past HBV infection.  
IF IN DOUBT: SN-OD TO CONTACT LOCAL MICROBIOLOGIST TO 

CONFIRM INTERPRETATION IN WRITING.

No action required

NoYes

Hep B total Core Antibody Positive 
And

HBsAg Positive

Specialist advice is available from 
local testing lab and/or NHSBT 

Past Infection Current Infection        

*SCRIPT*: The result indicates hepatitis B infection sometime in the past, and it may have been in 
the distant past. The patient was not infected at the time of this recent testing. If individuals who were 
very close (sexual partners/close household contacts) wish to discuss the need to check their 
hepatitis B status, they should be advised to see their GP .   


