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In March last year | took over as Specialist nurse organ donation at East Lancashire
hospitals in Blackburn. Blackburn has a large BAME community and Niki Hargreaves;
my predecessor had just started working on a council run project. The project was in the
early stage when | took over and Niki told me to attend a meeting at the council offices
and | would find out more. | was not really sure what to expect and curious as to how the
project would run. Since this day | have never looked back and have enjoyed ever
minute of working with the Asian communities in Blackburn. 'One Voice' was introduced
by Blackburn and Darwen council and is aimed at delivering community educational
initiatives and integrate information into existing health promotion activity in the local
BAME community. 'One Voice' explore sensitive subjects within the communities such

as domestic violence, forced marriages, TB and organ donation, to name a few.

Since becoming involved with one voice | have delivered several awareness sessions in
the local mosques along with one of my male colleagues. | have attended several health
melas one of which was attended by 3000 members of the community. | have been on
Asian radio and have featured in Asian Image newspaper several times throughout the
year. We have worked together to hold teaching sessions for women, men the whole
community and recently held a youth week in which we taught several sessions to many
of the young people. The youth groups where extremely receptive and keen to know
more. They even asked what they could be doing to promote donation within their
community and some have written articles to the college magazines and also Asian
Image newspaper. | was recently asked to be a guest speaker at the 'One Voice' annual
dinner which was attended by over 200 people from the community and the council. It
has been an amazing project and | have been lucky to be involved as | have had access
to the heart of the communities around Blackburn and Darwen. One of the group
members initially told me that he was strongly against donation; he now carries a donor
card and has signed onto the ODR. Our next engagement is with older ladies in the
community who speak no English. We are also having a banner made for our hospital
having some off the young people feature in this signing onto the ODR. The health mela
will also be held again in August which we will be present at. The project will continue for
at least the next twelve months.

For any additional information please feel free to contact me.

Angela Ditchfield, Specialist Nurse Organ Donation
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Organ Donation Explained

Sunday 15th December
1.30pm - 4pm
Bangor Street

=Community Centre
Blackburn BB1 6NZ

Sign-up and
save a life!

Speak to donors, those waiting on
who are willing to donate. Presentatic
Blood and Transplant Team.
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Organ donor campaign
hosts ‘eye-opening’ talk

! The need for BME donations is highlighted with workshop, explammg the needs of the community

By SHUNAR KHAN
shuish khani@ngqmw.co.uk
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