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Trends in deceased donation
April 2013 – December 2022
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Trends in donation where lungs offered 
April 2013 – December 2022
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Trends in donation where lungs offered
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Trends in DCD utilisation rates 
April 2013 – December 2022

219 229 236
218

238
262 270

195

270

183

16%
17%

15%

13%

16%

15% 12%

10%
9%

13%

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

DCD Utilisation rate (%)

𝑈𝑡𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑠𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑒 =

𝐷𝑜𝑛𝑜𝑟𝑠 𝑤ℎ𝑒𝑟𝑒 𝑙𝑢𝑛𝑔𝑠 𝑡𝑥𝑑

𝐷𝑜𝑛𝑜𝑟𝑠 𝑤ℎ𝑒𝑟𝑒 𝑙𝑢𝑛𝑔𝑠 𝑜𝑓𝑓𝑒𝑟𝑒𝑑
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Quarterly utilisation rates by donor type 
April 2019 – December 2022
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Utilisation of UK Retrieved Lungs

*Organs transplanted outside of the UK have been treated as unused. Left and right lungs have been counted separately.
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DBD Donors

DBD Overall discard rate 

(% Retrieved organs that were 

unused)
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Summary

• Deceased donor numbers recovering since pandemic, but predominantly DCD 

donation. DBD numbers are lowest in decade where lungs offered

• Utilisation rate of donors where lungs offered, marked decline since 2017/18

• DBD utilisation rate:

– Dropped 19 percentage points in 10 years

– Currently lowest level 14%

• DCD utilisation rate:

– Overall declining trend in 10 years

– Recently increased from 9% to 13%

• Most significant loss in lung utilisation in offered to retrieved, recent retrieved not 

transplanted rates remained consistent 

• Estimated in 2022/23, lungs from 372 (86%) DBD and 212 (87%) DCD donors 

will not be utilised


