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Current Positions 

Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery, Newcastle University and Strategic Research 
Advisor,  Translational and Clinical Research Instatute, Faculty of Medical Sciences 

Honorary Consultant Cardiothoracic Surgeon, Newcastle upon Tyne NHS Hospitals Trust 
(Freeman Hospital) (Retired from clinical work August 2017) 

Previously National Clinical Lead for Governance, Organ Donation and Transplant (ODT), NHS 
Blood and Transplant (NHSBT), until 31 March 2019.  

Background I trained in Newcastle, Glasgow, London and Toronto, and was a Consultant in 
Edinburgh before being appointed in Newcastle in 1987.  

Clinical Profile I headed the cardiac and pulmonary transplant programme at the Freeman hospital 
for over 20 years, building it into the most active in the UK, and resumed a lead role in the transplant 
programme in March 2016. 

 Clinical interests were in adult heart and lung transplantation, complex aortic surgery, and mitral 
and aortic valve repair, but I performed the full range of procedures within adult cardiac surgery. I 
was a consultant cardiothoracic surgeon for over 30 years and previously maintained a very busy 
and varied clinical workload. I retired from clinical practice at the end of August 2017 

Markers of esteem include past-President of both the European Society for Organ Transplantation 
(ESOT) and the International Society for Heart and Lung Transplantation (ISHLT). Previously chaired 
the Clinical Reference Group for Heart and Lung Transplantation at NHS England.  

Research experience: Extensive experience in clinical and laboratory research, going back over 30 
years. Supervision of a number Translational and Clinical Research Institute, Newcastle University 

Research interests centred around clinical heart and lung transplantation, reperfusion injury in the 
lung and then pathophysiology of brain stem death. We had an active interest in clinical EVLP and I 
was a PI for the Newcastle-based DEVELOP-UK Trial. Current research is in donor pathophysiology 
and ex-vivo organ perfusion.  

Co-CI, SIGNET study, NIHR funded, a randomised prospective study giving Simvaststatin to DBD 
donors over 4 years, 2020-2025. This is probably the largest donor intervention study in the world 

Local PI ART, 2008-10, DEVELOP-UK 2012-15, QUOD 2012 to present, QUOD/MRC Expansion 2017 to 
present.  

Co-Chair, Theme 1, BTRU.  

Chair of DMC for PITHIA 2017 to present, member of DMC for ARISE 2014-2019 



Publications Peer reviewed papers approach 250 in number. In addition, there are previous Book 
Chapters (15), Books and Monographs. I am a co-editor for the Oxford Manual of Cardiopulmonary 
Transplantation 
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