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Health care’s global climate footprint  (https://noharm-europe.org )

• 4.4% of global net emissions (2 Gt CO2e) 

• If the health sector were a country, it would be the fifth-largest emitter on the planet

Top health care emitters 

• US, China, EU (56%) - per capita emissions vary widely but spend +/- correlates to emissions

Sources

• Scope 1 17%

• Scope 2 12%

• Scope 3 71%

• 25% of all emissions, generated internationally

https://noharm-europe.org/


Greener NHS

NHS net zero targets:
NHS Carbon footprint: under NHS direct control, net 
zero by 2040; ambition for 80% reduction by 2028-
2032
NHS Carbon footprint plus: including wider supply 
chain, net zero by 2045; ambition for 80% reduction 
by 2036-2039







Three pathways cut across 7 actions:
1. Decarbonise ourselves
2. Decarbonise our supply chains
3. Advocacy and influence for wider decarbonization

By Drstuey at the English-language Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3518269

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3518269


“Reduce carbon – not health”



Task 1

Map the LKD care pathway 

• care delivered, inputs, outputs – see example from in-centre HD in slide show

Identify the potential carbon and other environmental hotspots (and possible interventions)

• use the CSH’s 4 principles of sustainable clinical practice (see slide show)

• reference: 

o HCWH high impact actions (see slide show)

o Waste hierarchy (see slide show)

o Sustainable anaesthetics (link -> https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-

do/sustainable-specialties/anaesthetics )

o Sustainable surgery (link -> https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-

do/sustainable-specialties/surgery )

o Green surgery challenge 2021 (link through ‘Sustainable Surgery’

https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/sustainable-specialties/anaesthetics
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/sustainable-specialties/surgery




Task 2

Develop a high-level workshop statement

“The greener LKD workshop commits to:

1. NHS England carbon net zero targets (or equivalent in devolved nations)

2. Develop a network of green champions across the network and in wider kidney transplant 

care – linked through the Centre for Sustainable Healthcare sustainable specialities 

network(s)

3. Identify and intervene upon environmental hotspots within the LKD care pathway

4. Share and implement learning through the Centre for Sustainable Healthcare sustainable 

specialities network(s), at Green Nephrology 2023 and at future LKD network meetings

5. Advocate for green transformation across the wider kidney transplant care network and at 

higher organisational and systems levels

6. Exclude Desflurane from LKD procedures

Etc., etc…”



Next steps

1. Education:

https://portal.e-lfh.org.uk/ (e-learning)
https://susqi.org (methodology)
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/  Courses

2. Intervention

3. Shared learning
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/ What we do  Sustainable specialties

Kidney Care
Anaesthetics
Surgery

Green Nephrology 2023

https://portal.e-lfh.org.uk/
https://portal.e-lfh.org.uk/
https://susqi.org/
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/

