
Algorithm for Reviewing Red Cell Requests

Red Cell Request 

Patient actively 
bleeding? /   

Theatre standby

Symptomatic 
cardiovascular 

disease? Hb ≤ 80 g/l

Look up FBC

Hb ≤ 70 g/L

Issue and 
Refer to TP 
for follow up

Discuss need for 
transfusion with 

requestor  
Refer to TP

ISSUE
UNIT

MCV < 80 fl
Is the patient 
symptomatic?

More than 1 unit 
requested?

Suggest single unit 
followed by clinical review

Refused Agreed

Issue and refer to 
TP for follow up

NO

NO

NO YES

YESYES

YES

NO

YES

NOYESNO

AP: Refer to BMS

AP: Refer  to BMS


