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Let The Games Begin  

The Westfield Health British Transplant Games took place 
recently in Newport, Cardiff. Representatives of the    
Trustees of the Donor Family Network attended over the 
four days, meeting with recipients and their families,       
arranging medal presentations and fund raising for the 
Network.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The athletes are inspirational and proof that you can live a 
healthy and active life following a transplant. There are 
lots of photos later in our Newsletter depicting the     
amazing and enjoyable time the transplantees have at the 
Games, together with some of the comments made to us 
during our visit to Newport. We hope these will enable you 
all to realise just what an amazing gift was given by your 
loved ones. 

 

Prior to the Games the local  
council worked hard to         
promote organ and tissue 
donation, holding an  Organ 
Donation   Exhibition in the 
city of Newport, which was 
open to the public with    
educational games and     
stories of recipients and  
donors.   

        Donor families ready to take part in the Opening Ceremony  



We stand one foot in the life we had  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank everyone who has kindly raised funds or made a donation to the   
Donor Family Network recently: 

West Lancashire Century Lodgeð Jim Fallow, DFN Vice-Chairman, received a 
further  donation toward the cost of a trial 
in the Northwest where the Donor Family 
Network will give a òhuggaó (wrap or shawl) 
to donor  families whilst they wait for their 
loved oneõs to go to theatre for the removal 
of organs. (The word hugga is from Old 
Norse and means comfort.) Lodges and 
Chapters in both West and East Lancashire 
have donated funds to us towards this trial.  

If it is successful, it is hoped that the 
scheme can be rolled out across the country 

with support from the Freemasons nationally.  

 

Regular donorsñKeith Astbury and Patrick Gallagher 

 

Nottingham Towns Women's Guild 

Alison LaVal 

A Mace 

A Duckworth 

J Fletcher 

Barbara Hunterð whose kind donation helped to purchase a gazebo  

Lesley Clarke 

Gail Davies 

Clitheroe & District Masonic Fellowship  

Nigel and Sheila Chew ñwho kindly donated funds raised at their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary, in loving memory of their son David 

QE Liver Support Groupð who kindly donate annually toward our family event 

Gillian Brianñin loving memory of her husband Stephen who donated in 2011 

Bill Campbellñin loving memory of his wife Wendy who donated in 2016 

 



And one foot in the life we have  

David Mansfield, who nominated the Donor Family Network to receive the 
monies given by colleagues on his retirement. He requested that the monies 
be used to sponsor our work with the Transplant Games and was pleased that 
it was used to purchase the IPad which is donated annually by the DFN to be 
used as a prize at the Games in the childrenõs òMy Storyó competition.  

 

Donations in memory of Roy Cumberbatch  

Donations in memory of Michael Powerñour thoughts are 
with his parents Steve and Geraldine 

 

 

 

 

We are always so very grateful to all those who fund raise for us.  

The monies raised help us to continue with our work supporting donor 
families and raising awareness of organ and tissue donation.  

You are all FABULOUS -  

On 13th July Helen and Leanne completed the Action       
Challenge 50 km in the Peak District in 11 hours. They ran in 
memory of a good friend Jon OõNeil and once again raised funds 
for the DFN. Thank you ladies!! 

Chris Green arranged a 24 hour gaming marathon 
to raise funds for the DFN in memory of Lynn 
Sellers, who saved the life of five others through 
organ donation.  

 

Michael Mckinnon & Karen McDougall competed for us in 
the Gold Coast Half Marathon, along the surf beaches of     
Southport, Australia, in memory of their friend,  heart recipient 
Marc McCay 

 

Keeleigh John kindly donated to us the sponsorship 
funds she raised recently. Twenty year old Keeleigh 
received a liver and kidney transplant in 2011. She 
spoke to us about how normal her life is now and how 
active she can be. She was taking part in the British 
Transplant Games, competing in archery, shot put,   
discus and netball.  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/RetroMods2019


I can no longer see you with my eyes  

 

Our thanks also go to Suki Sharon who ran the Birmingham 10k on behalf of 
the DFN 

 

Brad Green has arranged a bike ride in memory of his much loved colleague, 
friend and fellow physio, Toby. Brad says, òhe is greatly missed by many    
people, and in his memory we are going to cycle from Burnham Ramblers   
Football Club, where he used to play, to Tottenham Hotspur Football Club as 
this was the team Toby supported and was a big part of his lifeó.  

 

Simon Dix is arranging a Band Night to raise funds for the DFN and to raise 
awareness of organ donation. He is calling it òA night for Dixieó, in memory of 
his friend Danny and it will include a Tribute Band to rock band Joy Division, 
one of Dannyõs favourites.  

 

John Mayall has organised a        
fundraising concert in aid of the DFN, 
to be held in Cirencester on 9th        
November. 

John tells us his story, ò I had a kidney   
transplant on March 4th 1979 at the 
Churchill Hospital, Oxford. Forty years 
later the kidney and I are going strong! 
I am now 71 years of age, although the  
kidney is two years younger.  I first     
became ill in my early twenties due to a 
viral condition that caused my immune 
system to attack my kidneys. My kidney 
function continued to deteriorate and in 
1971 I was put onto artificial kidney     
dialysis. It was a difficult time but not 
all was doom and gloom as I met my   
future wife amongst the nurses at the 
Churchill and we were married in May 
1973. Life was somewhat restrictive by 
the three dialysis treatments a week, 
each lasting ten hours but I was able to 
work and had two daughters, in June 
1976 and  December 1977. I was      
subsequently placed on the transplant waiting list and received a kidney fairly 
quickly in 1979. After nearly eight years on dialysis you can imagine the     
difference it made to our lives.  



But will feel you in my heart forever  

My fitness and energy levels soared, we 
had freedom to take family holidays and 
many things  others  would  take for  
granted. I am indebted to the doctors and    
nurses but I never overlook the           
selflessness of the anonymous donorõs 
family who made it all possible. In        
dedication to this, and to mark my 40 year    
milestone, I am organising a gala concert in 
aid of the Donor Family Network, through 
my involvement with a singing group of men 
called The Magnificent AK47. In the past, 
on each of the 10 year anniversaries I 
have raised funds for renal transplant   
charities. This year I want to focus on     
donors and their familiesó. 

Kidney recipient and 
joint manager of 
the Birmingham 
Transplant Team,  

Martin Searle, is 
organising a football 
tournament in   
Solihull in March 
2020. Maybe some 
of our recipient 
Friends of DFN may 
be  interested?  

 

 

On September 2nd, Donor Family  

Network member Lorraine Furfie  

arranged for the Mersey Gateway  

Bridge to be lit green in honour of all organ and  
tissue donors. This marked the start of Organ     
Donation Week and attracted plenty of press        
interest.  

Lorraine was joined on the night by donor families, 
recipients, those on the waiting list and others who 
support awareness of organ and tissue donation.  



We may not have your physical presence  

 

 

Our grateful thanks go to Marie Daniels who shares 
with us the story of her dearly beloved son Daniel:  

òOn February 19th 2016 my life was changed forever 
when I received a phone call telling me that my 20 year 
old son was in A&E being resuscitated following  a   
cardio-respiratory arrest. 

The journey to the large Manchester hospital eighty miles from the  rural 
countryside of our Shropshire home is a blur, I think we ð myself, my   
husband and two older sons ð travelled in silence, each of us in our own 
personal hell. Once there, the shock of seeing my beautiful child on life 

support in ITU is an image that will never leave me. We sat at his bedside for three days 
and three nights trying in vain to make some sense where there was none. On Sunday 21st 
February sadly it was confirmed that he was brain dead and the following day he became a 
multi- organ donor, donating his heart, liver, pancreas and both kidneys.  

Daniel was the youngest of my three sons. I like to remember him as a happy, sturdy       
toddler with beautiful red gold curls. He grew up in the Shropshire countryside and was 
very proud to reach the height of six foot two inches making him the tallest in our         
family. He had a lifelong passion for football and loved all types of music. I had of course 
had the usual conversations with him about the dangers of drugs, his response was always to 
laugh at me and tell me not to worry as he was not stupid. Like all young people he was 
bursting with life and no doubt felt invincible. 

Daniel had started university in Manchester only five months before his death. He came 
home regularly and we saw no change in his appearance or behaviour. We subsequently     
discovered that Daniel had been using drugs with increasing frequency since his arrival at 
university. The inquest finally told us that Daniel had died of an  accidental overdose of    
dihydrocodeine (a prescription only painkiller). A small amount of diazepam and amitriptyline 
were also present which would have increased the risk. I have no idea if he knew what he 
was taking ð probably not. Drugs bought on a street corner do 
not come with a label. 

Before this happened to us I was very naive about the world 
of street drugs. When a child dies for any reason it is a     
hugely traumatic event with a far-reaching ripple effect. 
When a child dies from taking drugs it is a taboo subject, the   
inference is that it is self-inflicted and therefore somehow 
òlessó than death following illness or accidentó. 

Marie is a member of the charity  òAnyoneõs Childó ð Families for safer drug control -         
because she wants to help prevent the senseless waste of the lives of young people. Marie 
says, òDaniel could have been anyoneõs child, but he wasnõt, he was my child and I miss him       
everydayó. Marie recently represented Anyoneõs Child by telling Danielõs story at the Labour 
Campaign for Drug Policy Reform in Liverpool. Publicly speaking in this way was a real     
milestone for her in the new life she is forced to live.  



But you are with us in  everything we do  

 

 

Donor mum Phyllis Lloyd made a beautiful square in memory of her son      
William  Lloyd . Dad William, has requested that we share a picture of the 
quilt square to encourage other donor families to make a memory square, in 
order that we can complete the third panel of our donor quilts. If you need 
some inspiration, please see our website where the Patches of Love leaflets 1 
and 2 show pictures of all the squares used to make the previous panels. Quilt 
squares should measure 7ó (18.5 cms) with a border of 2ó (5.6 cms). A brief 

explanation of the design (up to 100 words) 
can accompany the square. Please help to 
spread the message of organ donation and     
to remember those who gave the Gift of Life 
when the quilts are on show.  

William has kindly agreed that we share the 
words written by Phyllis to accompany their 
sons square:  

òWilliam 5.12.73 to 23.7.12 

William was our 4th child. He was a very caring 
person. Even after his death, donating his    
organs to help people live a better life. He will 
never be forgotton by all his family and 
friends. The most sadness is we will never hold 
his hand again. We will all love and miss him 
now and forever more. RIP Williamó.  

            Patches of Love 1 and 2   



 

We miss you every day  

Our Family Event of Remembrance and 

Thanksgiving was recently held at the National 
Memorial Arboretum and attended by around two 
hundred donor families, recipients and friends. The 
list of families who have joined the Network during 
this last year is longer than ever before. An           
afternoon of music, poetry and interesting speakers, 
including a donor family member, a recipient and a 
clinician was enjoyed. An emotional candle lighting 

ceremony and 
presentation of 
Certificates of 
Recognition were              
appreciated.  

There was plenty of time to chat to other 
families over tea and cake after the event. 
Many attendees also went to visit the site 
of the Gift of Life Memorial.  

Our event next year will be held on Sunday 
9th September 2020ñsave the date!  

 

 

Lovely messages of gratitude from recipients                         Gift of Life Memorial  



You are only ever a heartbeat away  

Donor Family Network Sales  

 

We have some new sales items now available, all of which can be ordered 
from our website.  

DFN Wooden Keyring  £1.50  

Wristband £1.00  

Wristband  Keyring £1.00  

Ball point pen  £1.00  

Christmas is coming ñ why not have a look on our website at the          
collection of sales items and help to raise funds for the charity.   

We have a good selection of clothing for adults and children, including 
our very popular beanie hats at Ã7.00 and pom pom hats at Ã10.00.  



BUTTERFLIES HOVER AND FEATHERS APPEAR 

The 42nd Westfield Heath British Transplant Games were hosted by 
Newport, Cardiff this year. The Games aim to demonstrate the benefits of 
transplantation, whilst increasing public awareness about the need for         
donation conversations. Celebrating life, the Games take place in different 
host cities and each year teams from transplant hospitals around the country 
come together to compete in a medley of sports. It is a four day event where 
over 1000 transplantees take part in over 25 sports. Competitors include    
children as young as three.  

Newport made us very welcome for the Celebration of Life. The Opening   
Ceremony was amazing. The donor families walked the entire way around  
Newport Stadium to a continuous standing ovation, cheering and high fives! It 
was very emotional for all those families who attended.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Wilson, mum to Tom 
who donated in 2015 
aged 22 years, and 
Tomõs sister Pippa lit 
the     Donor Flame at 
the Opening Ceremony 
in recognition of all        
donors. The Wilson   

family also commissioned a sculptured baton, òTomõs  
Batonó, which was handed to the host team. Tomõs Baton 
will be a central part of the Opening and Closing        
ceremonies for years to come.   



WHENEVER LOST LOVED ONES AND ANGELS ARE NEAR 

The donor run took place on the 
Saturday evening. All   Trustees 
wanted to take part, although 
many of us walked! We had many 
comments about our butterfly 
capes.  

Adults and children alike keep 
fit and healthy so that they 
can compete in the Games and 
all love to receive their medals 
from donor families.  

 

 

DFN Patron  and recipient Justin Grace competed in the   
cycling and helped with promoting the DFN throughout the 
weekend.  

This competitor had designed his tee 
shirt especially to show his gratitude 
for having received a lung transplant.  

 

 

 

The children who compete have great fun, with enthusiastic excitement 
when medals are won.  

The British Transplant Games 2020 will be hosted by Coventry from 30th 
July to 2nd August.  



Right now, take  moment, close your eyes  

The following are just some of the comments left on our face book page      
following the Games, which we believe show you just how grateful recipients 
and their families are: 

ά! ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ όYƛǊǎǘŜƴύ 

άL Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƘǳƳōƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ όtŀƳύ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ƎŀǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ          

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ά ό/ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜύ 

ά!ǎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ά ό/ƭŀƛǊŜύ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŜǊ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎέ ό[ƛǎŀύ 

άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ L 

ƘŀǾŜέ όYŀǊŜƴύ 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƛƴŜέ ό[ƛƴŘŀύ 

ά̧ ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻ DŀƳŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘέ όYŀǊŜƴύ 

άDƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘƻƴƻǊ ά ό[ƛƴŘŀύ 

άL ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƎǳȅǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎέ όtŀǳƭύ 

ά̧ ƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎέ ό9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘύ  

 

The WTG 2019  were hosted by Newcastle Gateshead 
in August 2019. Thousands of athletes, aged from 6 to 
84 came from 59 different countries. Team GB          
consisted of 330 athletes, who topped the medal table 
after a full week of events, taking 205 gold, 152 silver 
and 127 bronze.  

 


