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New infections in repeat blood donors

New infections inform residual risks

Observed viral transfusion transmitted infections are lower than estimated
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Effective selection criteria means very 
low numbers of seroconverters are 
identified each year. A seroconverter 
is defined as a repeat donor with a 
negative previous donation within 12 
months and/or microbiological 
evidence indicating recent infection.
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Residual risk does not equal transmission 
risk and far fewer transmissions are 
observed than expected. For 2016-2018, 
HBV residual risk doubled to 1 in 1 million 
donations from 1 in 2 million in 2015-2017 
due to an increase in HBV incidence in 
2018. However, this increase is not 
significant and unlikely related to the 
change in the donor selection guidelines 
as in 2018 HBV in new donors continued 
to decline.

The confirmed HEV TTI is the first 
HEV transmission since universal 
screening began in 2017. The 
probable HBV TTI was not able to 
be confirmed as information on 
genotyping was unavailable.

For more details see the 2018 
SHOT report: www.shotuk.org
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Data source: Data supplied to the NHSBT/PHE Epidemiology Unit by NHSBT, WBS, NIBTS & SNBTS
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