Query for consideration by the Multivisceral and Composite Tissue
Advisory Group (MCTAG)

Background

ODT Study no.82, based in Oxford, have sought and gained approval from the Research,
Innovation and Novel Technologies Advisory Group (RINTAG) to keep untransplantable
pancreata, vascularised sentinel skin flaps and abdominal wall that they have retrieved for
research purposes.

Query for MCTAG

As part of operationalising Study 82, the ODT Research team have been drafting flowcharts
(see Appendix) with input from ODT Hub Operations. Study 82’s team will have to call the
Hub to check that there is research consent in place for the untransplantable tissue before
they can do their research on it.

The Hub have queried whether any abdominal wall considered unsuitable for transplantation
by Oxford should be offered by fast-track to other intestinal transplant centres before Oxford
are allowed to keep it for research.

The ODT Research team’s question for MCTAG is therefore: would this abdominal wall
tissue be considered transplantable by another centre, and if so, should the Hub offer it via
fast-track?

Number of Abdominal Walls Retrieved in 2018
The Statistics department have provided data on the number of abdominal walls retrieved
during 2018 and the fates of this tissue:

Centre Total retrieved | Transplanted (of
those retrieved)

Cambridge 6 3

Oxford 10 3

Total 16 6

The three transplants at Cambridge were fascia, and the three at Oxford were abdominal
wall.

Two of the fascias were fascia-only transplants; the Statistics department can’t be certain
whether the whole abdominal wall was retrieved or just the fascia of it.
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Appendix: draft flowchart for Study 82

Abdominal wall retrieved by Oxford as part of a
multivisceral transplantation

Abdominal wall found to be untransplantable on
further examination at Oxford or is no longer
needed

2

Contact Hub Operations on 01179 757580 to
advise the abdominal wall will not be utilised for
transplant, giving three pieces of PID to confirm

the donor’s identity.

v

Hub Operations to check if there is family consent

for scheduled purposes or authorisation for other

purposes documented under Question 2 as well as
any consent restrictions.

Is there generic consent/
authorisation?

Yes

Are there any consent restrictions
that prevent this tissue being used
in Study 82?

No

4

Abdominal wall can be kept by Study 82 as agreed
by RINTAG

v

Hub to update donor records that abdominal wall
has been kept by Study 82.

Should a step be added here to

fast-track offer the abdominal
wall to other centres?

Abdominal wall to be disposed of as per local
hospital policy

v

HTAB form to be completed

v

Hub to update donor records.




