NHS

Blood and Transplant

Conserving the supply of A D Negative platelets

How you can help

Overall demand for platelets continues to reduce, whereas
requests for group A D Negative platelets remains high and
has resulted in several shortage alerts in the last 12
months.

Total PLT issues are falling however
A D NegPLT issues remain constant at about 15% of total issues

There are strategies you can implement to help ensure the

supply of this group is available for patients when they Apleet  —m—

need it.

BSH Major Haemorrhage addendum, March 2017

If platelets are required before the blood group of the patient is known, group A should be used. D negative
platelets should be used for females less than 50 years of age of unknown group.
CHANGED TO
It is acceptable to use ABO-incompatible platelets negative for high titre agglutinins in the
management of patients with major haemorrhage.

Did you know... What you can do...
e ABO-matched platelets give the highest platelet e Develop practices which maximise the use of
count increment. Major ABO mismatch gives ABO and D identical platelets.
the lowest increment. )  Review ordering patterns — only order A D
e [tis not necessary to hold A D Negative Negative platelets for named patients.
platelets as emergency platelet stock. e Review activity and wastage of A D Negative
e Units negative for high titre haemagglutinins & platelets.
non-group O platelets are associated with a e Stock an alternative to A D Negative platelets —
lower risk of haemolysis. @ contact the BSMS for advice.
e Pooled platelets suspended in PAS would also ¢ Pilot change in practice.
be expected to reduce the risk of haemolysis. @ e Review stock holding using the BSMS

algorithm. (http://www.bloodstocks.co.uk/pdf/plat
elet-stock-algorithm.pdf)

tal decision making in holding stock platelets
ok on 35 o whether (0 hold stock platelets, Evidence as been

making a decision as

‘Specification of emergency platelet stock
itis not necessary to hold A D Negative piatelets.
- Units negative for high fitre haemagaiutining & non-group O platelets are associated with a ower
Fisk of haemalysis.

- Pooled plateiet PAS would fo reduce the risk of haemalysis
« Develop practices which maximise the use of ABO and D identical platelss.

itis iy specify CMV

If you stock platelets establish a strategy to
maximise transfusion of ABO/D compatible units e

Hold Stock Platelets
Factors to consider:

Consider holding stock platelets

platelet
L Mvckiance of deley I

clinical teatment,
»Palient mix - haematology /encolagy patients
> Time expiry of platelet stock

Expiryiwaste
- Ability 10 reassign piatalets between a number of
clinical speciallies

Consider holding stack platelets
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