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Conserving the supply of A D Negative platelets  

How you can help 
Overall demand for platelets continues to reduce, whereas 
requests for group A D Negative platelets remains high and 
has resulted in several shortage alerts in the last 12 
months.  

There are strategies you can implement to help ensure the 

supply of this group is available for patients when they 

need it. 

BSH Major Haemorrhage addendum, March 2017 

If platelets are required before the blood group of the patient is known, group A should be used. D negative 
platelets should be used for females less than 50 years of age of unknown group. 

                                                             CHANGED TO 
It is acceptable to use ABO-incompatible platelets negative for high titre agglutinins in the 

management of patients with major haemorrhage. 
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Did you know… 

• ABO-matched platelets give the highest platelet 
count increment. Major ABO mismatch gives 
the lowest increment. (1) 

 It is not necessary to hold A D Negative 
platelets as emergency platelet stock. 

 Units negative for high titre haemagglutinins & 
non-group O platelets are associated with a 
lower risk of haemolysis. (2)  

 Pooled platelets suspended in PAS would also 
be expected to reduce the risk of haemolysis. (3) 
 

 

What you can do… 

 Develop practices which maximise the use of 
ABO and D identical platelets. 

 Review ordering patterns – only order A D 
Negative platelets for named patients. 

 Review activity and wastage of A D Negative 
platelets. 

 Stock an alternative to A D Negative platelets – 
contact the BSMS for advice. 

 Pilot change in practice. 

 Review stock holding using the BSMS 
algorithm.(http://www.bloodstocks.co.uk/pdf/plat
elet-stock-algorithm.pdf) 
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